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Keynote Address 

by Sufian Abdullah 

 

 

The discussion reflected on the evolution and current state of the construction industry by drawing 

comparisons with historical advancements in aviation.  

 

1.  Historical Context 

 Aviation Milestones: The talk began with a historical overview of aviation achievements, 

from the Wright brothers’ first powered flight in 1903 to the development of modern 

aircraft like Boeing 787 Dreamliner. These milestones highlighted the rapid technological 

advancements in aviation. 

 Construction Industry Stagnation: In contrast, the construction sector has seen little 

productivity improvement since the post-war period. This stagnation contrasts with the 

technological progress in other industries. 

 

2.  Current Issues in Construction 

 Slow Evolution: The speaker emphasised that the construction industry has not evolved 

significantly in terms of e+iciency and innovation compared to other sectors. An 

example is given comparing the construction timeline for a house with that of a high-

tech aircraft, illustrating the industry's slow progress. 

 Limited Innovation: The discussion critiqued the lack of innovation in construction 

methods, noting that many building techniques have remained unchanged for centuries. 

 

3.  Traditional and Modern Solutions 

 Traditional Architecture: The speaker highlighted the traditional construction methods, 

like those used in village houses, which were innovative for their time and adapted well 

to local environments. These methods often used simple, with sustainable materials 

and techniques. 

 Modular and Prefabricated Construction: The talk suggested modern solutions like 

modular and prefabricated construction, comparing them to building with Lego blocks. 

These methods allow for flexible and e+icient home construction that can be easily 

expanded or customised.  
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4.  Consumerism and Sustainability 

 Impact of Consumerism: The rise of consumerism has driven demand for data centres 

and other infrastructure, but it also generates waste and environmental challenges. The 

speaker urged the construction industry to address these issues and find sustainable 

solutions. 

 Online Purchasing Trends: The ease of online shopping and customisation is mentioned 

as a parallel to potential innovations in the construction industry, where homes could be 

designed and ordered online with similar convenience. 

 

5.  Call to Action 

 Industry Reflection: The speaker called on the construction industry to seek innovative 

solutions to improve productivity and sustainability. The emphasis was on leveraging 

lessons from other sectors and adopting new methods to advance the industry. 

 

In essence, the talk encouraged the construction sector to innovate and evolve by drawing lessons 

from other fields, and to address the pressing issues of sustainability and e+iciency. 

 

 

  


